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AS IN PREVIOUS YEARS, a large share of 
i the laws enacted by the 1953 Legis- 
lature concerns and affects the State Edu- 
cation Of this 
enactments, the following stand out: A 
revision of the provisions dealing with 


system. number of 


school district meetings and elections; a 
revision of the state aid formula for libra- 
ries; provisions adding 1200 new State 
War Service Scholarships for veterans; 
an “ Omnibus Bill” expressly harmoniz- 
ing the city school law revision of 1950 
with statutes and city charters; and pro- 
visions under which nonteaching school 
district employes who are ineligible to 
join the State Retirement 
System may be covered under the Federal 


Employees 


Social Security Act. 

These and all the other more significant 
laws relating to education are included in 
the following summary of 1953 legislation. 
References are to sections of the Educa- 
tion Law, unless stated otherwise. All 
laws listed are now in effect, unless other- 
wise indicated. 


Legislation Affecting School Districts 
Generally 

Chapter 126 extends the operation of 
section 3023 (which requires school dis- 
tricts “to save harmless and protect ” all 
members of their teaching and super- 
visory staffs from financial loss arising 
out of suits based on alleged negligence 
resulting in accidental injuries) to boards 


JEHU, 
EDUCATION 


DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF LAW, 


DEPARTMENT 


of cooperative educational services. See 
also chapter 610. 

Chapter 240 amends sections 1512 and 
1513 to clarify the procedure at school 


district consolidation meetings. The 
amendment eliminates that somewhat 


ambiguous part of section 1513 which 
District Superintendent 
(upon petition, or by order of the Com- 
to call another 


authorized the 


missioner of Education) 
special meeting for the purpose of increas- 
ing the number of board members or 
electing a wholly new board. It substi- 
tutes therefor language in section 1512 
authorizing the consolidation meeting 
itself to proceed directly to the election of 
a new board of education for the consoli- 
dated district. 

Chapter 357 amends chapter 612 of 
the Laws of 1950, as amended, by extend- 
ing the time for the final report of the 
State Commission on School Buildings to 
February 15, 1954. 

Chapter 361 amends section 3015 re- 
lating to the manner of payment of teach- 
ers’ salaries by restricting the applicability 
of the section to with 
seven or fewer teachers, and eliminating 
the requirement that payment be made at 
the end of the month in favor of the re- 


school districts 


quirement that such payment be made at 
least as often as once a month during the 
The chapter adds 
The first of these 


term of employment. 
two new subdivisions. 
deals with school districts employing eight 





or more teachers. As to these, the subdi- 
vision states that the salary of any teacher 
employed for a full school year is due 
and payable within such school year in 
not less than ten instalments. As to any 
teacher employed in such a district after 
July Ist, the amount of the salary which 
the board agrees at the time of employ- 
ment to pay to the teacher for the balance 
of the school year is due and payable 
within such school year at least as often as 
once each calendar month of such em- 
ployment. The chapter also inserts a 
clause to the effect that the amendment is 
not to be construed to alter the provisions 
of the tenure statutes. The new third 
subdivision provides that the section is not 
to be construed to authorize payment of 
salaries in advance of services rendered. 

Chapter 524 adds new section 1723-a 
in relation to temporary investment of 
school moneys. The chapter empowers 
boards of education of union free school 
districts to authorize the treasurer to in 
vest a designated portion of district 
moneys (except proceeds of loans and re 
serve fund moneys) in obligations of the 
United States or of the State of New 
\ ork, 


where possible, must be registered or in 


provided that such obligations, 
scribed in the name of the district, must 
he payable or redeemable at owners’ op 
tion within such times as in the judgment 
of the board the proceeds will be needed 
to meet expenditures authorized for the 
current fiscal year and, in any event, not 
later than the end of the fiscal year. It 
is to be noted that such obligations must 
he purchased through, delivered to and 
held in the custody of, the bank designated 
by the board for school money deposit 
These obligations may be sold or presented 
for redemption or payment only by the 
hank upon receipt of w ritten instructions 
from the district treasurer The proceeds 
then must be deposited by the bank to the 


credit of the district 


Pade aS 


Chapter 604 (effective September | 
1953) amends the fire drill section (sec 


tion 807) so as to authorize the chief « 
the fire department of the municipality o 
fire district in which the school is located 
to make inspections of every public o 
private school or educational institutior 
within his district and make it his duty 
to report his recommendations as to fire 
hazards and fire drills to the board o 
education or other head of a school or 
institution. 

Chapter 609 amends section 1727 in 
relation to the compensation of members 
of the board of registration and canvass 
in districts having personal registration 
The rate of compensation, heretofore $7, 
is now in the discretion of the board oi 
education. See also chapter 801. 

1953) 


amends the section which requires school 


Chapter 610 (effective July 1, 


boards “to save harmless and _ protect ” 
teachers and members of the supervisory 
and administrative staff from financial 
loss arising out of certain claims and suits 
The amendment extends this section (sec 
tion 3023) to include any employe of the 
school district. (A similar amendment is 
made to section 3813, which requires such 


an action or special proceeding to be 


brought within certain time limits. 

Chapter 615 amends sections 1519, 2121 
and 2140 by requiring the records of dis 
solved school districts to be kept by the 
clerk of the successor school district, in 
stead of by the town clerk 

Chapter 619 (effective April 1, 1953) 
York State Social 


It permits the director 


establishes the New 
Security Ageney. 
thereof to enter into an agreement with 
the Federal Security Administrator for 
the purpose of extending old age and sur 
vivors insurance coverage to eligible em 
ployves of the State and of political sub 
divisions, including school districts. Any 
employe ina class of employes declared 


ineligible to be covered by the State Re 
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irement System, by the New York State 
Ceachers’ Retirement System or any other 
public pension or retirement plan or sys- 
tem, on the date the agreement is made 
ipplicable to the school district, is eligible 
for this coverage (which may be made 
retroactive to January 1, 1951). Boards 
of education may elect, by resolution, to 
extend old age and survivors insurance 
coverage to its eligible employes. There- 
after a proposed agreement for obtaining 
such coverage must be submitted to the di- 
rector of the New York State Social Se- 
curity Agency (which is a part of the State 
Retirement System). The agreement 
must conform to the requirements of the 
director. He may permit the district to 
exclude from coverage under the agree- 
ment, classes of employment the inclusion 
of which the director finds to be imprac- 
ticable. The enactment provides for 
termination of such agreement and _ re- 
quires each participating district to pay 
to the state agency (contributions fund ) 
certain amounts as its contribution, 
and to deduct the employes’ contribu- 
tions from the wages earned by them. 
In addition, each participating district 
must, beginning April 1, 1955, make 
certain contributions to the cost of ad 
ministration of the System. Once a 
district has elected to so cover certain 
employes, it cannot thereafter elect to 
participate in the State Retirement Sys 
tem on behalf of the same employes. The 
chapter authorizes the director to pro 
mulgate regulations for the administration 
of the chapter. (Chapter 136 authorizes 
the Governor to designate a state agency 
to enter into agreements with the Federal 
Security Administrator for the making 
of disability determinations under the 
Federal Social Security Act) 
Chapter 620 (effective April 1, 1953) 
supplements chapter 619 (above) by pro 
viding that services of emploves covered 


under old age and survivors imsurance 
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agreement are not such services as would 
authorize coverage under the State Re 
tirement System. It also provides that 
participation, on behalf of the employes, 
by a school district (which excludes cer- 
tain classes of employes theretrom) in the 
State Retirement System, will not be- 
come effective until the excluded group 
has been covered under an old age and 
survivors insurance agreement. Members 
of the excluded group who are members 
of the State Retirement System at the 
time of filing the excluding resolution, 
however, remain members thereof. The 
chapter generally establishes the relation 
of the two systems. 

Chapter 650 (effective September 1, 
1953) amends section 912 relating to 
health services to children attending non 
public schools, by making such services 
directly mandatory only for residents ot 
the district. The district where the non 
public school is located, however, must 
contract with the district or districts 
where the nonresident pupils of such 
school reside, for payment by such other 
districts for providing such health serv 
ices, for an amount to be agreed upon 
The form of the contract is to be pre 
scribed by the Commissioner of [Educa 
tion, and the contract must be approved 
by the superintendent who has jurisdic 
tion over the district of residence 

Chapter 653 amends section 1533 > by 
providing that no school district’ which 
has an outstanding bonded indebtedness 
may be divided by an order of the Com 
missioner of [Education (laving out an 
outside area for consolidation with the 
city school district) in such manner that 
only a part of such district is included im 
such an area 

Chapter 654 amends subdivisions 14 
and 18 of section 1004 and subdivisions 
tand 5 of section 2215 by doubling the 
amounts of money which trustees may 


raise without a vote of a district meeting, 
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for repair of school furniture and equip- 
ment (now $100), certain instructional 
supplies (now $50), and, upon direction 
of the district superintendent, for altera- 
tions and repairs to school buildings (now 
$400), and alterations, repairs and re- 
placement of school furniture (now $200). 

Chapter 686 amends section 416, sub- 
division 2, by incorporating therein a 
cross-reference to section 41.10 of the 
Local Finance Law, under which the 
notice of any school meeting must con- 
tain a statement of the maximum esti- 
mated cost of each item of an object or 
purpose for which bonds or notes are to 
be issued, as well as the maximum 
estimated cost of the total of such items. 

Chapter 747 is a general revision of the 
article dealing with Intermediate School 
Districts. Among the more important 
changes thereof are the following: The 
Commissioner of Education is authorized 
to lay out as intermediate districts “ areas 
made up of contiguous school districts 
and having a sufficient pupil population.” 
The membership of the Intermediate 
Council is limited to not more than five 
board members of any school district 
which operates a high school (through 
grade 12) and one trustee each from all 
other districts. In addition to the respon- 
sibilities vested by law in the intermediate 
hoard of education, the Council, upon 
board recommendation and with the Com- 
missioner’s approval may assign to or 
withdraw from the intermediate board 
other responsibilities. Additional powers 
and duties conferred by the chapter re- 
late to the development of a program of 
pupil personnel services, such as guidance, 
psychological and health services and the 
operation of summer high schools. <A 
new state aid formula has been developed, 
consisting of a teacher quota, administra- 
tive quota and special quotas (transpor- 
tation, special classes, summer high 
schools and adult education). An amend- 
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ment to section 1958 changes the date o 
the annual meeting for electing member 
of the board of cooperative educationa 
services from the third Tuesday to the 
third Thursday in July. 


Chapter 755 amends the Workmen's 
Compensation Law by expressly provid 
ing that a school district may secure 
compensation to its employes either by 
insuring the payment thereof in the State 
Insurance Fund or with a commercia! 
insurance company. The act provides 
that if this is not done, the school district 
shall be deemed to have elected to act as 
self-insurer. This amendment is in the 
nature of clarification rather than an 
actual change in the law. School dis 
tricts are further authorized, through their 
treasurer, (where such districts act as 
self-insurers) to begin payment immedi 
ately upon presentation of a compensation 
award. Districts are further authorized 
to empower their treasurer to pay com- 
pensation as provided in the Workmen's 
Compensation Law to the person entitled 
thereto without waiting for an award in 
any case in the manner provided in sec- 
tion 25 of the law. The amount of such 
compensation payable prior to an award 
pursuant to such authorization consti- 
tutes a settled claim within the meaning of 
the Local Finance Law, which provides 
a period of probable usefulness therefor. 

Chapter 801 (effective June 1, 1953; 
not effective for any meeting or election 
to be held after June 1, where notice must 
by law be given prior to June 1, 1953) 
amends and revises the provisions relat- 
ing to all school district meetings and 
elections (other than those in city school 
districts). The chapter attempts to bring 
together all pertinent provisions in one 
article and to make that article more 
readily usable for school officials and 
voters. Very few substantive changes are 
contained in the chapter which derives 


(Continued on page 273) 
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Convocation Will Mark Anniversaries 


The Board of Regents of the State of 
New York will mark a triple anniversary 
at its next Convocation to be held in 
\pril 1954. 


usually held in October, has been set 


The Regents Convocation, 


ahead to April because of conflicts with 
other educational meetings and next year 
this will give an opportunity to observe 
three anniversaries : 

1 The 170th anniversary of the estab- 
lishment of the Board of Regents in 1784 

2 The 100th anniversary of the estab- 
lishment of free public schools for the 
State of New York in 1854 

3 The 50th anniversary of the bringing 
together of the University of the State of 


New York and the State Department of 
Education under the over-all supervision 
of the Board of Regents in 1904. 

Chancellor of the Regents John P 
Myers on April 24th appointed a special 
Convocation Committee to arrange both 
for the Convocation ceremonies and the 
anniversary observances. Chancellor 
Emeritus William J. Wallin was named 
chairman of the committee. Other Re- 
gents designated to serve with Chancellor 
Emeritus Wallin are Roger \V. Straus 
of New York, Mrs Caroline Werner Gan- 
nett of Rochester, Alexander J. Allan jr 
of Troy and Elwyn L. Smith, newly ap- 
pointed Regent, of Syracuse. 


Regents Grant Charters 


An absolute charter was granted April 
24th by the Board of Regents to the 
Maryknoll Seminary at Ossining, West- 
chester county, to replace the provisional 
charter granted in 1946. The new charter 
recognizes the change in the Seminary’s 
program which now omits the upperclass 
college courses formerly given and con- 
fines its program to four years of seminary 
work for the education of missionary 
priests. 

The Regents granted an absolute char- 
ter to St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological 
Seminary, New York City, to replace its 
provisional charter. The Seminary pro- 
vides theological training for candidates 
for the priesthood in the Russian Ortho- 
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dox Greek Catholic Church of North 
\merica or any other branch of the 
Orthodox communion. 

The Mannes Music School, New York 
City, originally the David Mannes Music 
School was granted an absolute charter as 
The Mannes College of Music, and was 
given authority by provisional amendment 
to its charter valid for five years, to es- 
tablish a course of study in the field of 
music and related arts and sciences lead- 
ing to the degree of bachelor of science 
(B.S.) 

The Masters School, Dobbs Ferry, was 
granted amendment to its charter to au- 
thorize a change in the’ number of its 
trustees. 
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Appointments Are Made by Regents 


Mechanics, Edison Technical and Indus 
trial High School, Rochester. 


Andrew B. Davison, Albany, was re- 
elected April 24th by the Board of Re- 
gents to the State Teachers Retirement 
Board, for a term of three years beginning 
May 5, 1953. Mr Davison has been a 
member of this Board since 1949. 

Two appointments were made to the 
Board of Certified Public Accountant 
Examiners. Everett J. Penny, White 
Plains, who has been a member of the 
Board since 1948, was reappointed for a 
term of five years beginning April 18, 
1953. Leonard Price, New York City, 
was appointed for a term of five years 
beginning April 18, 1953. He succeeds 
Ira Schur, New York City. 

Two appointments were made to the 
Medical Grievance Committee. Dr Henry 
E. McGarvey, Bronxville, was appointed 
to serve until December 31, 1955. He 
will complete the unexpired term of 
Dr George C. Vogt, Binghamton, re- 
signed, who has served on this committee 
since 1942. Dr Herbert E. Wells, Buffalo, 
was appointed to this committee to serve 
until December 31, 1957. He will com- 
plete the unexpired term left vacant by 
the resignation of Roswell K. Brown, 
Buffalo. 

Two committees were appointed to co- 
operate with the Department in prepara- 
tion of syllabuses. Appointments to the 
committee to prepare a technical syllabus 
in aeronautics, under the supervision of 
the Bureau of Trade and Technical Edu- 
cation, include: Horace B. Griffiths, As- 
sistant Superintendent of Schools, Utica; 
Martin H. Kuehn, Principal, Technical 
High School, Buffalo; Raymond Prosser, 
supervisor of vocational education, Board 
of Education, Buffalo; Frank Stewart, 
Chairman, Department of Aeronautics, 
Brooklyn Technical High School, Brook- 
lyn; Mark Wood, teacher of Aviation 
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Appointments to the committee to pre 
pare a syllabus for industrial cooperative 
education include: Charles S. Allgeier, 
Depew High School; Edwin H. King, 
Clarence Central School; Earl E. Nitchke, 
Lancaster High School; Kenneth ( 
Darling, Valley Stream Central High 
School; Alfred T. Ploeser, Bay Shore 
High School; Harvey E. Ury, Mamaro 
neck Senior High School. 

Appointments to other committees co 
operating with the Department include: 

Mrs Kathleen Berresford, School of 
Nutrition, Cornell University, to the ad 
visory committee for the School Lunch 
Program. Mrs Berresford will serve 
until September 30, 1954, to complete the 
unexpired term left vacant by the resigna 
tion of Dr L. A. Maynard, Director of 
the School of Nutrition at Cornell. 

Francis X. Mahar, Chairman, Depart 
ment of Automobile Mechanics, Samuel 
Gompers Vocational and Technical High 
School, New York City, was appointed 
to the Automobile Mechanics Syllabus 
Committee, in place of William 
Schmucker, Bronx Vocational High 
School, who is on leave of absence. 

Wilton E. Baty, Robert L. 
High School, Huntington, was appointed 
to the Physical Science Syllabus Commit- 
tee, in place of Norman Burton, Oneida. 


Simpson 


Thomas Miner, Garden City High 
School, was appointed to the Physics 
Syllabus Committee, in place of Anthony 
Yeneralo, Mepham High School. 

Helen Wright, Salamanca High School, 
was appointed to the Question Commit 
tee to prepare Regents preliminary exam- 
inations in Citizenship Education, in place 
of Ralph Adam Brown, Cortland State 
Teachers College. 
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France Honors Commissioner Wilson 





The French Foreign Minister, Georges Bidault (left), Commissioner Lewis A 
Wilson (right) and New York City Superintendent of Schools, William 
Jansen (center) on the occasion of the Conferring of the Cross of 
Officer of the Legion of Honor upon Commissioner Wilson 


Commissioner Lewis A. Wilson was 
honored by the French Government with 
the award of the Cross of Officer of the 
Legion of Honor. 

The presentation was made by Georges 
Bidault, Foreign Minister of France, at 
a ceremony arranged by the French Uni- 
versity of New York, New York City, 
April Ist. 


M. Bidault declared that Commissioner 


In his citation for the award, 
Wilson has “ shown a great understand- 
ing toward our country and has largely 
contributed to the spreading of French 
culture in the United States and the 
strengthening of the bonds of friendship 
between France and America.” 
Commissioner Wilson accepted the 
honor “as another symbol of the mutual 
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friendship and understanding among the 
people of our two countries as we work 
together to maintain human freedoms and 
strive for a lasting peace.” Commissioner 
\Vilson continued : 


May I, Your Excellency, accept this 
honor not only for myself but for the 
Board of Regents of the University of 
the State of New York and for the one 
hundred thousand teachers who are re- 
sponsible for the teaching of our Ameri- 
can Heritage to over three million 
students enrolled in our schools and 
colleges, as another evidence of the 
continuing bond of friendship between 
two great nations dedicated to the free- 
dom of mankind. Will you, sir, ex- 
press to your government my deep 
and sincere appreciation of the honor 
which you have conferred upon me 
today. 
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Regents Receive Portrait 


A portrait of James Byrne who served 
as Chancellor of the State Board of Re- 
gents from 1933 until his resignation in 
1937, at the age of 80, was presented to 
the Regents April 24th by his son James 
MacGregor Byrne. James Byrne served 
as Regent for 21 years from 1916 to 1937 
and as Vice Chancellor from 1929 to 1933. 

The 
srock. 


portrait is by Charles Edwin 


Chancellor Emeritus William J. Wallin 
who was on the Board during the period 
of Chancellor Byrne's service accepted 
the portrait on behalf of the Board of 
Regents. In his acceptance speech Vice 
Chancellor Wallin said: 


James Byrne was a man of extraor- 
dinary charm, outwardly evidenced by 
his dress and manner and given reality 
as it radiated from a kindly and sympa- 
thetic heart and spirit, and in some 
fashion which | don't understand, com- 
municated itself to all who came in 
friendly contact with him. 

He was a kindly man, ever ready at 
any expense or time to help the op- 


pressed or those whom he felt wer 
being unjustly dealt with. 

He was a high-minded man — 
in his sympathies. 

Notwithstanding the high distinctior 
which he achieved in law, education and 
public service, he never lost the com 
mon touch. 

He was a man with strong convic 
tions and views which he never hesi 
tated to express. He could not le 
content to accept many of the conven 
tions of life or go along blindly with 
a political party, but always sought to 
reach an independent judgment as to 
their validity or usefulness. 

He detested sham in whatever 
or whenever it appeared, and he 
it a point to expose it. 

He was a very hard-working man 
who did not rest on his inheritance of 
wit and a fine brain. He came fairly 
to his high place in law, education and 
public service by detailed and exhaus 
tive research to get the facts, and patient 
study and reflection to deal properly 
and justly with them. 

Honor and respect were his portion, 
and in addition, the love of all the 
Regents who served with him. 


broa 


guise 


made 


‘To Recruit Librarians 


To expedite recruitment of candidates 
with outstanding experience and training 
for policy-making positions in_ public 
libraries of the State, the Commissioner's 
\pril 24th 


by the Board of Regents to provide for 


Regulations were amended, 


certification of such candidates without 


examination provided satisfactory  evi- 
dence is presented by document or inter- 
the 


Committee to prove that the candidate has 


view with Library Examinations 
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had education and experience equivalent 
to that required in New York State, at 
least ten years in the practice of profes 
the 
years in a position which the Library 


sional librarianship, for past five 


I’xaminations Committee considers 
equivalent to or higher than the position 
of Library Director in a public library 
serving a population of 250,000 or more 
Such the 


statutory fee for certification. 


candidates will however pay 
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Educational Notes 





School Business Officials Meet 


The fifth annual convention of the New 
York State Association of School Business 
Officials met at Syracuse, April 26th—29th. 

Fred J. Luchsinger, business manager, 
North Syracuse Central School, was 
elected president of the association ; Allen 
8. Rae, business manager, Kenmore vil- 
lage schools, was elected vice president. 
Maurice G. Osborne, Chief, Bureau of 
Field Financial Services, was re-elected 
secretary; Philip J. Moore, assistant in 
school business management, was elected 


assistant secretary. Carl L. Carlson, 


+ 


treasurer, Board of Education, James- 
town, was elected treasurer. 

Attendance at the convention numbered 
270: of these, 131 were school business 
officials from central, city, village and 
union free school districts. 

Vice Chancellor Edward R. Eastman 
addressed the convention on ‘ Commu- 
nity Participation and the Annual Meet- 
Moffitt, Acting 


Associate Commissioner, spoke at the ban- 


ing.” Dr Frederick J. 


quet meeting on “ The Shape of Things 
to Come.” 


e 


Vocational - Industrial Leaders Confer 


A conference for teachers and directors 
of adult vocational-industrial classes and 
programs will be held July 15th and 16th 
at the State Teachers College, Oswego. 
The meetings are being planned by the 
college in cooperation with the Bureau of 
Occupational Extension and Industrial 
Services of the Department. 

The program will be devoted to prob- 
lems of promotion, organization and con- 
duct of over-all community programs of 
adult education with particular emphasis 
on those phases where teachers, super- 
visors and administrators of industrial 
arts and vocational-industrial education 
can play an important role. 

The topics to be discussed through gen- 
eral and specialized group meetings will 
he of equal interest to teachers and super- 
visors. Both avocational and vocational 
offerings will be considered in such areas 
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as: avocational and vocational arts and 
crafts, preemployment training for adults, 
apprentice training, occupational exten 
sion or up-grading training, veterans’ 
training and management development 
and in-plant training service for industry 

Representatives of the Bureau of Adult 
Education, Bureau of Industrial Arts and 
the Bureau of Occupational Extension 
and Industrial Services will act as re 
source consultants. Other leaders in the 
field of adult education will attend 


4 * 


Doctor Newsom Honored 


Associate Commissioner Carroll VY. 
Newsom was honored with the honorary 
degree of doctor of pedagogy presented by 
Manhattan College, April 25th, at its 


centenary anniversary convocation. 
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Northeastern Educators Meet 


State Commissioners of Education and 
Chief State School Officers of the eight 
northeastern states met at Avon Old 
Farms, Conn., April 8th—11th, for their 
second annual joint meeting. The first 
meeting was held in Albany in 1952. 

Representing New York State, Chan- 
cellor John P. Myers and Regent Elwyn 
lL. Smith attended the meetings of the 
State 
sioner 


together with Commis- 
A. Wilson and Associate 
Commissioner Frederick J. Moffitt 


is secretary for the Northeastern States 


Boards, 
Lewis 
who 


Boards of Education. 
Discussion during this year’s meeting 


centered on efforts to assure a sufficient 
supply of qualified teachers, steps to be 
taken to promote the most efficient opera 
tion of school systems within the stat 
on a local and regional basis, procedures 
to encourage the development of good 
citizenship through the schools and t 
safeguard children against subversive in 
struction and instructional materials. Onc 
meeting was given to a panel discussion 
on “ The Leadership Role of the Stat 
Board of Education.” 

Avon Old Farms is a private prepara 
tory school for boys, located in the coun 


try near Farmington. 


Workshop in Television and Radio 


The 18th annual session of the Summer 
Workshop in Television and Radio will 
open at New York University’s Division 
of General Education, June 29th. 

Fourteen courses of professional train- 
ing, classroom work at New York Uni- 
versity’s Washington Square Center and 
at commercial broadcasting studios, and 
special guest lectures by experts in the 
communications field will highlight the 
six-week program 

Robert J. Landry, publisher of “ Space 


and Time,” columnist for ‘ Sponsor ” 
magazine, and former director of program 
writing at the Broadcasting 


System, is director of the Workshop. 


Columbia 


The program is intended primarily for 


those in the radio-video field who need 
additional professional training, college 
students wishing to take further work in 
undergraduate communications, and 
teachers of drama, speech, journalism and 


other related fields. 


Page 266 


The Workshop is limited to 60 stu 


dents each summer. Registrations are 
being accepted at the Division of Gen 
eral Education offices, 1 Washington 


Square North, New York City. 


. . TT. 
Administrators W ill Confer 
The 
School 
Cornell’s School of 
scheduled for the week of August 2d—7th. 


Second Annual Conference for 


Administrators, sponsored by 


education, has been 


\ group of 100 city, village and central 
school leaders, mostly from New York 
State, are expected to participate. 

Claude |.. Kulp, Director of the Ex 
perimental Program in Elementary Edu 
cation, a former superintendent and 
formerly Associate Commissioner in New 
York, will direct the conference. 
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Homemaking Conference 


Plans are now in readiness for the 
state-wide conference of homemaking 
teachers to be held at Cornell University, 
June 24th-27th. ‘ Family- 
Centered Teaching,” will be the subject 


The theme, 


of a wide variety of demonstrations, ex- 
hibits, panels and talks, with daily meet- 
ings of small study groups to plan for 
action at the local level. More than 400 
teachers and supervisors throughout the 
State are involved in preplanning and will 
assume responsibility for some part of the 
program. In preparation, ten regional 
training workshops are being held for the 
members of the leadership team who will 
guide the discussion of the study groups. 
Committees responsible for resource cen- 
ters representing content in various areas 
are forging ahead with arrangements for 
exhibits, movies, panels and consultant 
service. 

At a time when rapid social and eco- 
nomic changes throughout the country 
have brought to the fore the vital im- 
portance of focusing teaching upon the 
family group, the theme was selected 
to crystalize philosophy and suggest new 
methods of implementation in teaching 
homemaking. It is hoped that teachers 
from every supervisory district in the 
State will attend the conference and carry 
back fresh ideas to their local community. 


- + 


School Status Change 


lLewiston-Porter Central School, 
Youngstown, was admitted to the Univer- 
sity of the State of New York as of full 
high school grade on April 24th. 
Lewiston High School, lewiston and 
Youngstown High School, Youngstown 
were dropped from the roll of registered 


secondary schools. 
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Graduate Study 


Many administrators will want to take 
advantage of the plan by which homemak- 


ing teachers may combine summer em- 
ployment in their communities with a 
six-hour course, “ Guidance of Home 
Experiences,’ at Syracuse University 
Three weeks are spent at the University, 
and three additional weeks are spent under 
guidance in the school community. This 
course is made possible by the coopera 
tion of the local school, the State Educa- 
tion Department and Syracuse University 
It is an opportunity not only for teachers 
but for school communities to have skilled 
help in developing their local program 
Teachers may also register for two weeks 
only, prior to undertaking summer em 
ployment. 


. * 


Will Go to Rutgers 


Dr Kathleen Rhodes, associate super 
visor with the Bureau of Home Eco 
nomics Education, will resign that posi 
tion June 30th to become chairman of 
the home economics department at the 
New Jersey College for Women, Rutgers 
University. 

A native of England, Doctor Rhodes 
holds a master’s degree in education from 
Cornell University and a doctor's degree 
from the same university. She has been 
a member of the Department staff since 
September 1949. 


e << 


Miss Ellenwood Resigns 


Laura C. Ellenwood, senior education 
supervisor in the Bureau of Home Eco 
\ugust 1947, 


resigned that position in April, to accept 


nomics Education since 


a position as head of the home economics 
department of the Syracuse public school 


system 
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Good Citizenship Begins at Home 


Skill and Ability in Human Relationships 
Can Also Be Learned at School 


\ JHAT DO WE WANT when we educate 
\ our young people to be good citi- 
zens? Do we want them to be skilled 
in democratic ways of dealing with their 
fellows and to understand their role as 
responsible people in a free society? Do 
we want them to understand and enjoy 
their privileges as members of a respon- 
sible community by intelligent use of 
services available in welfare, health and 
education? Do we want them to live as 
intelligently and abundantly as each one 
is able? In short, do we want them not 
only to know what good citizenship means, 
but to have the skills and abilities that 
make possible such a mode of life? 

It is these aspects of citizenship edu- 
cation that were strongly emphasized by 
homemaking teachers when asked in 
what ways they believe homemaking edu- 
cation contributes to an effective citizen- 
ship education program. Their statements 
emphasized three areas in which they 
believed homemaking education makes a 
particularly marked contribution to citi- 


zenship education. 


The 


teaching ot 


homemaking includes 
those 
which are the basis of democratic citizen- 
ship 


ing education curriculum is the work in 


program 
human relationships 
An important part of the homemak- 
personal and family relationships. From 
grades 7 through 12, the units of study 
develop skill and understandings in human 
relationships under such topics as “* Liv- 
ing Happily with Family and Friends,” 
‘Understanding and Practicing Ways to 
Assume a More Mature Role in Family 


Life’ and “* Appreciating the Family as 
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KATHLEEN RHODES 
Bureau of Home Economics 
Education 


a Vital Part of a Democracy.” These 
skills and understandings are not acquired 
by reading or discussion alone. Group 
planning, practical activity, field trips and 
cooperative projects are all part of the 
learning experiences. Citizenship educa- 
tion is not always taught as such, but it 
is a major purpose in the learning experi 
ences planned for homemaking education 

At Medina High School, for example, 
one of the homemaking teachers has de- 
veloped a unit in foods where an important 
objective is to have the junior high school 
pupils develop an understanding of the 
fact that getting along well with each 
other and working together effectively is 
as important as understanding principles 
of cooking and producing a good product 
By means of a sociogram, groups are 
divided into families which each has its 
own unit kitchen in which to operate 
Role playing is used to highlight some 
relationship problems and_ discussion 
proves helpful in resolving some of them 
satisfactorily. The interest level is high 
throughout the unit and it is hoped that 
these pupils will go into their own homes 
not only with an ability to cook but also 
with some realization of the importance 
of feelings and relationships in family life 
and in all their contacts with others. 

In another school, Port Chester Junior 


High School, a unit on “ Getting Along 
s ba 
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vith Others” includes not only such 
topics as “ Making and Keeping Friends ” 
ind “ Working with Others Happily ” but 
ilso “* Being a Good Community Friend.” 
\ctivities in this topic include interview- 
ing community officials about their respon- 
sibilities, setting up standards for junior 
high school “community friends” and 
good “community house-keeping,” and 
carrying through an expression of friend- 
ship for some group such as a hospital or 
home for the aged. 

Similarly in senior high school, many 
opportunities are provided for learning 
about and practicing good human relation- 
ships through field trips, group projects, 
dramatization and discussion of common 
family problems and their proposed solu- 
tions. Sometimes pupils investigate 
family customs, cite illustrations of pos- 
sible conflicts arising from difference in 
customs between one generation and an- 
other, and draw up a code of ethics in 
relation to democratic parent-child rela- 
tions and home and community responsi- 
bilities. Another activity is to invite 
respected community members to class to 
discuss with the pupils their experiences 
of democratic family living. 

These activities are strengthened and 
supported by the Future Homemakers of 
America whose purposes include fostering 
the development of creative leadership and 
encouraging democracy in home and 
community life. F. H. A. chapter activi- 
ties are closely integrated within regular 
class activities and serve to provide 
greater variety of experience and to in- 
crease understanding and skills of being 
a good citizen. 

Homemaking teaches pupils to use 
community resources and to participate 
in community enterprises. Learning ex- 
periences include ways of knowing what 
to expect of a community by way of 
acceptable standards in housing, health 
services and education. 
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Courses at the junior high school level 
include trips to the local market to learn 
the practical how’s and why’s of Office of 
Price Stabilization, fair trade practices 


and the Food, Drug and Cosmetics Act. 
It teaches young people to compare qual- 
ity and quantity versus price. Through 
other activities pupils learn about safety 
requirements in housing, learn how to 
prevent hazards in the home and to ob- 
serve common sense safety practices for 
themselves. 

In the senior high school several 
courses give special attention to com- 
munity problems of health, housing and 
education. Most teachers make a point 
of planning field trips to see houses being 
built, to give opportunities to study vari- 
ous types of housing, to learn the real 
cost of “ paying as you go ™ for house and 
furnishings. Local housing problems are 
studied, also rent and rent control, the 
number and condition of available homes 
and the social problems of overcrowding. 
Existing and proposed housing laws are 
investigated ; or there may be a panel on 
“What Is the Government's Responsi- 
bility for the Housing of Families?’ 
Teacher and pupils consider together the 
relationship between housing and such 
social problems as health, self-respect and 
good citizenship. 

The vocational homemaking course 
places particular emphasis on studying 
home and community health. Pupils in- 
vestigate and observe sanitation regula- 
tions in the community. They may visit 
a restaurant, meat or grocery store or 
packing plant to note the means of sanita- 
tion. <A local health officer or school 
doctor may be invited to discuss com- 
munity health conditions and laws relating 
to food supply. A film illustrating efficient 
and sanitary methods of dishwashing may 
be shown. Pupils discover and report 
upon community sources of water and milk 
and on community sewage and garbage 
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Economic Security 1s a Part of Responsible Citizenship 


disposal. They may prepare reports on 
the Federal Food, Drug and Cosmetics 
Act, discuss ways it protects the consumer 
and ways it might be more effective. 
Action may follow in making and carry- 
ing out a plan for sanitary disposal of 
garbage at home or planning and cooper- 
ating in carrying out a clean-up campaign 
in the neighborhood. 


Pupils continue their study of com- 


munity health facilities by finding out 
about and reporting on different types of 
local health agencies, investigating the 


professional services available, determin 
ing if group health or hospitalization or 
insurance of any kind is available. Usu 
ally the unit culminates in consideration 
of the effect of the health 
families on the quality of relationships 


status of 


which exist in the home, and the impor 
health 
an intelligent 


tance of knowing about local 


measures in order to be 
citizen 
Through all these activities pupils learn 
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to take a pride in their home and com 
munity, to understand its shortcomings 
and to see ways to improve public facili 
ties and services. By talking with local 
officials and gaining their assistance they 
begin to understand how the community 
operates and will have more ability to 
improve conditions when their responsi 


bility becomes greater as adult citizens. 


Homemaking helps pupils to learn how 
to plan for economic security and com- 
fortable living. Many people at the pres 
ent time earn good wages; the sale ot 
labor-saving devices and attractive fur 
nishings is high— yet many homes and 
families are not able to achieve the com 
fort, happiness and security that the talents 
and capacities of their members warrant. 
Homemaking education helps young 
people to plan the use of their money, 
their time and their efforts so that their 
home becomes a satisfying background to 


their lives. 
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Senior boys and girls work together in 
Homemaking 5. They share in solving 
some of the problems involved in prepar- 
ing for marriage and in understanding the 
changing roles of men and women in the 
modern home. The greatly increasing 
number of women homemakers who carry 
a full-time job outside the home makes it 
essential that boys and girls should learn 
the importance of good management if 
they are to become self-respecting and 
contributing citizens in our society. <A 
clear understanding of the money man- 
agement problems involved in establishing 
a home, planning food expenditures 
wisely, planning housing for enjoyable 
living and providing satisfying furnish- 
ings at minimum cost are all valuable 
tools for young people who are starting 
out in life. In Johnstown, New York, 
the pupils in Homemaking 5 select an 
apartment or home comparable with that 
which they expect to afford when they 
start their own homes, and calculate the 
total cost of furnishings and operation. 
This opportunity to look straight at “ the 
facts of life’ is very often an eye opener 
to young people who have not previously 
taken time to look realistically at the 
financial cost of setting up a home. Good 
preparation in this area has encouraged 
many young couples to develop values 
about economic security which have 
helped them plan their future more wisely. 

Activities which help pupils to appre- 
ciate the importance of work organization 
and the contribution of enjoyable leisure 
time to the satisfactions in home living 
are important. In this way homes become 
a positive influence for people’s happiness 
and makes them able to free the time and 
energy needed by a citizen who partici- 
pates actively in community affairs. 
Young parents who are economically se- 
cure and happy in their home are able, 
too, to provide a good atmosphere for 


bringing up citizens of the future. 
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In the three areas discussed above 


homemaking education makes a_ specific 
contribution to citizenship education. In 
addition, the teachers stressed the fact 
that those learning experiences which use 
discussions, panels and independent re- 
search develop positive skills in freedom 
of expression and encourage intelligent 
inquiry and discussion at the adult level. 
Throughout a _ pupil's experiences in 
homemaking education, emphasis is 
placed on understanding and caring for 
little children, on getting along well with 
family and friends and on becoming a 
responsible home member. These learn- 
ings are planned deliberately to foster the 
knowledge, judgment and attitudes desir- 
able among family members in good 
homes. In doing this, a fine contribution 
is also being made to education for citizen- 
ship. 


Coronation Exhibit 


A miniature reproduction of the Coro- 
nation parade is on display in the Rotunda 
of the State Education Building. The 
display, 102 feet long, will be continued 
until June 19th. 

The exhibit also includes a tableau his- 
tory of England from the earliest time to 
the present. There are nearly 5000 fig- 
ures in the parade and the historical 
tableaux. 

The exhibit has been made possible by 
the State Library and John V. Fox of 
the Division of the Budget who during 
the past five years has made a hobby of 
collecting miniature figures. Scores of 
old books and prints illustrating Corona- 
tion costumes and ceremonies will be 
available for inspection. These are from 
the State Library's collection. 
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Audio and Visual Education 





Child and Parent--- Filmstrips 


silent 


The 


been reviewed by 


following filmstrips have 


and 


Aids 


most of them by the personnel of the 


3ureau of Audio and Visual 
Sureau of Child Development and Parent 
Education. These filmstrips were thought 
worthy of being brought to the attention 
of teachers, parents and leaders of adult 
discussion groups. 

This Department does not have any of 
the filmstrips included in this list. Please 
write directly to the producer for preview 


prints and prices. 


1 Boy Meets Girl — 38 frames 
2 Boy Dates Girl — 38 frames 
3 Boy Marries Girl — 38 frames 
Producer 
Church Screen Productions 
P. O. Box 5036 
Nashville 6, Tenn 


4 David's Bad Day — 36 frames 


5 David and His Family 30 frames 


Produc er 


Young America Films 
18 East 41st st 
New York 17, N. ¥ 
6 Do You Know Your Adolescents 69 


frames with two 78 rpm records 


Producer 


Methodist Publishing House 


Visual Aids Department 
150 Fifth av 
New York 11, N. ¥ 


7 Getting Acquainted (Baby Sitting) approxi 


mately 36 trames 


Producer 


Young America Films 
(see 5 above ) 
® Keeping Children Happy — approximately 


36 trames 


I7 2 
cle 
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the personnel of the 


9 Keeping Children Safe — approximately 
frames 

Producer 
Young America Films 
(see 5 above) 


10 Share the Sand Pile — 26 frames 
Producer : 
Simmel-Meservey 
New York City dealer: 
The Stanley 
2067 Broadway 


New York 23, 


Jowmar Company 
N. Y 


11 What 
69 frames 


Has the Nursery School To Offer 
Producer : 


\ssociation for Childhood Education I 
ternational 
1200 15th st., N. W 


Washington 5, D. (¢ 


12 The Why and How of Guidance — 49 frames 
Producer : 
Popular Science Publishing Company 
\udio-Visual Division 
Fourth av. 
York 10, 


353 
New N. Y 
13 Working Together 23 frames 
Producer 

Simmel-Meservey 


(see 10 above) 


14 Child Needs and Guidance 


Producer : 


53 frames 


Popular Science Publishing Company 


(see 12 above) 


* « 


Annual ( onvention 

The annual convention of the Associa 
tion of School Business Officials of United 
States and Canada will be held at Cleve 
land, Ohio, October 11th—15th. 
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(Continued from page 260) 
most of its text from widely scattered 
previous provisions of the Education and 
lection Laws, decisions of the courts and 
of the Commissioner and long-established 
practices of school districts. Among such 
substantive changes are the following: 
\leeting and election notices, instead of 
the old requirement of publication in a 
newspaper or newspapers being “ pub- 
lished in the district” must now be 
published in a newspaper or newspapers 
“having general circulation in the dis- 
trict.” 
district must have 700 qualified voters 


The requirement that a school 


before it can be divided into school elec- 
tion districts has been amended so that 
any school district can be so divided, pro 
vided that each school election district 
so created must have at least 700 voters. 
Che restriction under which a district had 
to have a school census of at least 300 in 
order to vote to have its election of board 
members on the Wednesday following the 
annual meeting, has been eliminated. The 
board of registration and canvass has been 
changed to a board of registration only, 
and the duties of canvass given to the 
inspectors of election. Common school 
districts may now determine to use voting 
machines. The requirement of approval 
of voting machine rules by the Commis 
sioner of Education has been eliminated. 
The instalation of voting booths is now 
required. Most important of all, how 
ever, is the integration of the two previous 
procedures relating to nominations of 
candidates. (Chapter 631 of the Laws of 
1952 required a certain method of nom 
ination which conflicted with the older 
procedure in districts having personal 
registration.) Because of this chapter, 
it has become necessary to rewrite and 
reprint Law Pamphlet No 2, entitled 
“ School Meetings.” 
reach all school districts at the earliest 


This pamphlet will 


possible moment, and, it is hoped, in time 
for the effective date of this chapter 
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Chapter 861 (effective September 1, 


1953) in so far as school districts are 
concerned, adds a new article 5-A entitled 
* Public Contracts ” to the General Mu- 
nicipal Law. Under this article separate 
specifications must be prepared on any 
construction program exceeding $25,000 
? 


for (1) plumbing and gas fitting, | 
steam heating, hot water heating, ventilat- 
ing and air conditioning apparatus and 
(3) electric wiring and standard illuminat- 
ing fixtures. Separate contracts must be 
awarded therefor. A deposit as guarantee 
for return of plans and specifications must 
be required. The most important amend- 
ment is the requirement that, except in 
an emergency, all contracts for public 
work in excess of $2500 and all purchase 
contracts involving an expenditure of 
more than $1000 must be awarded, after 
advertisement, to the lowest responsible 
bidder. In case of a tie, the board may 
choose. At least five days must elapse 
between the first publication of the ad 
vertisement and the date specified for 
the public opening of bids The article 
also authorizes school districts to purchase 
materials, equipment or supplies (except 
of printed materials) through the State 
Division of Standards and Purchase pro 
vided the purchase exceeds $500 and the 
school district accepts sole responsibility 


\\ here 


bids have been received by the district, 


for any payment due the vendor 


however, no such purchase may be made 
through the State Division unless it can 
be made through the State Division upon 
the same terms, conditions and specifica 
tions, but at a lower price. Various re 
quirements are contained in the article, 
in relation to workmen's compensation, 
vendor’s claims, assignments of contract 


etc 


State Aid Legislation 
Chapter 473 (effective July 1, 1953) 


appropriates the sum of $1,500,000) for 
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emergency relief to school districts where 
an extraordinary increase in attendance 
is due to the construction and operation 
of new housing developments, substan- 
tially increasing the population of the 
district, for apportionment during the 
school year 1953-54, in accordance with 
an equitable method established by the 
Commissioner of Education and approved 
by the Director of the Budget. 

Chapter 474 (effective April 1, 1953) 
appropriates $200,000 for the same pur- 
pose as chapter 473, but for payment 
during the school year 1952-53 (in addi- 
tion to the moneys appropriated by chap- 
ter 715 of the Laws of 1952). 

Chapter 748 (effective April 1, 1953) 
amends section 3603-c in relation to the 
financing of emergency school building 
requirements, in respect to a great many 


details. The chapter defines “ emergency 
school building requirement,” “ school 


adds a definition of 


(using for this pur- 


building bonds ’ 

“actual valuation ”’ 
pose the computations 
3603-b ; see chapter 781, below ) ; changes 
the “seven mill levy” to “tax levy for 
net debt service’ (with an increase over 
the previous 7 mills); adds a definition 
of “net debt”; adds standards for de- 


under section 


terminations of the Commissioner of Edu- 
cation ; correlates this section with section 
1806 (building quota for central school 
districts) and with Laws of 1947, chapter 
278 as amended (non-real estate taxes). 
The amendment, further, authorizes the 
payment of advances on the basis of esti- 
The 


most important change is that the chapter 


mates and subsequent adjustments. 


provides that advances under applications 
submitted prior to April 1, 1953, are to 
be computed in accordance with the pro- 
visions of this section in effect at the time 
of submission of the application, except 
that 
mitted on or after April 1, 1953, must be 


advances under applications sub- 


computed in accordance with the section 
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as in effect on April 30th of the school 
year immediately preceding the school 
year in which advances are to be paid 
The chapter appropriates $1,000,000 do 


lars. 


Chapter 781 amends section 3603 
(temporary provisions relating to appor 
tionments of moneys to school districts 
by extending the “ peg ” and the “ 


This means 


taper 
for one more school year. 
that the time for which the 1948 (or 1947 , 
state equalization rates are “ frozen’ (for 
school state aid purposes) is extended to 
June 30, 1953, so that the first school 
valuations based 


for which actual 


on new equalization rates will be used 


year 


as a base for the following year’s state aid, 
will be the school year 1953-54. Like 
wise, the change from the lower to the 
higher valuations (with its corresponding 
loss in state aid) will be tapered over the 
years 1953-54, 1954-55, 


1956-57. 


base school 


1955-56 and In further con- 
sequence of these changes, special ad 
justed actual valuations must be com 
puted for apportionments based on the 
year 1952-53, where the actual valuation 
computed on the basis of section 3603- 
for such year exceeds the same figure 
for 1951-52, provided that a portion of 
such increase, equal to at least 10 per cent 
of the for the 


year, is attributable to an increase in the 


actual valuation earlier 
level of assessment, that is, a general in- 


crease in the assessed value of taxable 
property in an entire town or city, for the 
purpose of assessing at a higher ratio of 
full 


adjusted actual valuation is filed by the 


value. Application for such special 
district with its claims for apportionments 
The Com 
missioner then transmits the application 
to the State Board of Equalization and 


based on the year 1952-53. 


Assessment, which computes the special 
adjusted actual valuation (after check 
ing with the assessors) and notifies the 
Commissioner. The Commissioner then 
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may approve the same. If so approved, 
it is used for state aid apportionments 
based on the school year 1952-53. 


Laws Relating to Taxation and 
Financial Administration 

Chapter 151 amends paragraph a of 
section 165.00 of the Local Finance Law 
by adding a second exception from the 
requirement that all proceeds from the 
sale of school district obligations must 
be deposited in separate special accounts. 
The amendment authorizes the deposit 
of proceeds (inclusive of premiums) from 
the sale of any two or more issues of 
bonds or notes (other than tax and 
revenue anticipation notes) in a single 
account of the issuer in a bank or trust 
company. In such case, however, the 
president or chairman of the school board 
(or sole trustee) must maintain a sepa- 
rate accounting record for each issue to 
insure that the proceeds are used only 
for the purpose for which issued. 

Chapter 445 (effective July 1, 1953) 
amends subdivision 20 of paragraph a of 
section 11.00 of the Local Finance Law 
by eliminating the period of probable use- 
fulness for repair of parking areas, and 
by increasing the period for construction, 
reconstruction, widening, or resurfacing 
thereof to ten years regardless of type 
of pavement. 

Chapter 537 amends section 165.00 of 
the Local Finance law by authorizing 
the temporary investment of proceeds 
from the sale of bond anticipation notes 
and capital notes, in the same manner 
as the proceeds from bonds. The chapter 
also provides that any interest earned or 
capital gains realized from the investment 
of bond anticipation notes must be applied 
to principal and interest on the bonds 
from the proceeds of which the bond an 
ticipation notes were retired 

Chapter 544 (effective July 1, 1953) 
amends sections 63.00 and 57.00 of the 
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Local Finance Law, so as to increase the 


ceiling up to which certain bond issues 
may be sold at private sale from $15,000 
to $20,000 in any fiscal year. 

Chapter 545 amends the Local Finance 
l_aw by adding a new section 91.00, which 
authorizes the refunding of capital notes, 
by the issuance of serial bonds. Such 
bonds must mature within the original 
period of probable usefulness and must 
contain a recital that they are issued pur- 
suant to this section. They must also be 
issued within two years after the original 
issue date of the capital note. The bond 
resolution must contain a description of 
the capital note to be refunded and a state 
ment of the period of probable usefulness 
(as of the date of issue of the capital 
note ). 

Chapter 603 adds new section 2131. It 
authorizes any school district to require 
any bank where school moneys are de 
posited to file a surety bond with the 
district, securing to the district the pas 
ment of deposits and any agreed interest. 
In lieu of such bond, the district may 
require deposit with the school board of 
outstanding unmatured obligations of the 
United States, the State of New York 
or of any municipality or school district 
of the State, as security. The securities 
are subject to the district's approval as 
are the place and conditions of deposit 
The chapter also authorizes the banks to 
give such security. 

Chapter 753 amends subdivision 6 of 
section + of the Tax law, by expressly 
adding school districts to the list of tax 
exempt organizations, which may use real 
property of another exempt corporation, 
so long as payments for such use do not 
exceed the carrying, maintenance and de 
preciation charges of the property 

Chapter 876 (etfective June 30, 1953) 
amends section + of the Tax Law by 
adding a definition of “ taxation.” Under 
this definition, fire protection charges 
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levied after June 30, 1953, are taxes from 
which school districts are exempt, as are 
all assessments levied after that date for 
various improvements and special dis- 
tricts and services, but the definition ex- 
cludes certain assessments in relation to 
water supply and distribution systems, 
sewer systems, waterways and drainage 
improvements and street, highway, road 
and parkway improvements. These latter 
items are not taxes and, therefore, school 
districts are not exempt from the pay- 
ment thereof. The chapter also amends 
section 1502 so as to include the same 
definition. 


Laws Affecting School Districts 

in Cities 

Chapter 318 amends section 902 so as 
to eliminate the requirement that a school 
medical inspector appointed in a city 
school district must be a resident of the 
city. 

Chapter 494, applicable to the two 
largest city school districts, amends section 
2562, subdivision 2. It authorizes a board 
of education expressly to require any per- 
son presenting an account or claim for 
payment to be sworn before the auditor 
(in addition to other officials theretofore 
authorized) and gives the auditor the 
power to administer an oath and to issue 
subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses. 
False swearing before the auditor in this 
connection is also made perjury. 

Chapter 592 relating to the City School 
District of the City of New York, in- 
creases the number of associate super- 
intendents from eight to nine, and pro- 
vides that one of them must be designated 
as deputy superintendent of schools. 

Chapter 651, affecting the 56 city school 
districts of cities having less than 125,000 
inhabitants, amends subdivision 2 of sec- 
tion 3501. 
guage of this provision by spelling out 
that the collector must return the war- 


The chapter clarifies the lan- 
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rant to the board of education within 90 
days after the date of the confirmance o/ 
the tax list. 


Chapter 652 (effective July 1, 1953 
affecting the same 56 city school district 
as chapter 651, amends subdivision 2 © 
section 3518. It clarifies this provisior 
by spelling out that the one-month period 
for receipt of taxes by the collector begin: 
with the date of the first publication of the 
notice stating that the collector has re 
ceived the warrant and will receive the 
payment of taxes thereunder. 

Chapter 754, affecting the same 56 city 
school districts as chapter 651, validates 
and ratifies the acts and proceedings oi 
officials and finance boards of these 56 
cities and their city school districts and 
of the State Comptroller in the matter of 
the determination of all city indebtedness 
for education purposes outstanding as of 
January 1, 1952, which was allocated to 
the city school district on the basis of the 
amendment to article VIII, section 4, oi 
the State Constitution, and chapter 831 
of the Laws of 1952. Such validation 
affects all cases in which a final deter- 
mination has been made by the State 
Comptroller prior to March 1, 1953. 

Chapter 779, affecting the same 56 city 
school districts, as well as certain con- 
tiguous districts to be consolidated or 
centralized with such city school districts, 
amends section 2701, subdivision 2, by 
providing that the ratio of school taxes 
to full valuation must be determined on 
the basis of data from the same year for 
both items of such ratio in order to deter- 
mine the original constitutional tax limita- 
tion for a consolidation or centralization 
involving a city school district. It fur- 
ther provides that for the purpose of such 
computation the tax limitation applicable 
to the city school district may not be 
lowered in any event. 

Chapter 794, applicable to a very lim- 
ited number of our smallest city school 
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districts (below 10,000 inhabitants and 
with a per pupil valuation of less than 
$15,000) extends the power of the Com- 
missioner of Education to include such a 
city school district in a_ centralization 
order up to July 1, 1955. 

Chapter 878, affecting the 56 city school 
districts having less than 125,000 in- 
habitants, is the so-called ‘** Omnibus Bill ” 
relating to the revision of the city school 
law by chapters 762, 763 and 764 of the 
laws of 1950, as amended. The purpose 
of this bill is to spell out in express terms 
which provisions of the general statutes 
and the city charters involved are super- 
seded by the revision. The provisions of 
such statutes and charters eliminated by 
this chapter either by the process of 
amendment or by express repeal have 
been actually superseded since July 1, 
1951. 


Laws Affecting District Superin- 
tendents 
Chapter 378 (effective April 1, 1953) 
raises the annual salary of the district 
superintendents of schools from $5000 to 
$6000. 
amount payable in lieu of expenses or any 


The provisions do not affect the 
payments by counties. 


Laws Relating to Retirement 

Chapter 12 extends to July 1, 1954, the 
provisions of subdivision 5 of section 503 
(formerly section 1102) permitting the 
return of retired teachers to active service. 

Chapter 231 amends section 511-) in 
relation to the acceptance of employment 
by retired teachers. The chapter raises 
the maximum compensation which a re- 
tired member may earn from any source 
without loss or suspension of retirement 
allowance, from $750 to $1000. Where 
such compensation is earned through em- 
ployment by a school district as substitute 
teacher, this privilege is extended with- 
out regard to the amount of the retire- 
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mente allowance. 
sarned, however, from other 


Where such compensa- 


tion is 
sources, this privilege is extended where 
the retirement allowance (computed with- 
out optional modification ) does not exceed 
$2500. 
amendment are operative only between 
January 1, 1953 and July 1, 1955. 


The privileges granted by this 


Chapters 230 and 232 are substantially 
similar measures relating to the State 
Employees Retirement System (amend- 
ing sections 32 and 84 of the Civil Serv- 
ice Law). 

Chapter 297 (effective April 1, 1953) 
amends chapter 319 of the Laws of 1952, 
the so-called ‘“ Supplemental Pension 
Act,” which is applicable to state and 
local retired employes and to state and 
local retired teachers. The chapter is ex- 
tended to personnel who retired prior to 
January 1, 1953 and the time for the last 
payment is extended to March 1955 

Chapter 635 amends section 511 in rela- 
tion to disability retirement and extends 
the effectiveness of the existing definition 
of “final average salary” contained in 
subdivision 4 of this section to July 1, 
1954. The chapter also amends subdivi 
sion 3 of section 51l-a in relation to the 
special service retirement by limiting 
eligibility hereunder to persons who have 


attained age 55 “ or over while in service.” 


Laws Relating to Higher Education 

Chapter 66 (effective April 1, 1953) 
establishes 1200 additional war service 
scholarships for veterans who were resi- 
dents of this State both at the time of 
entry into the Armed Forces and at the 
date of application for the scholarship, in 
the amount of $350 for four years; and 
at the same time extends the Korean war 
service period to July 1, 1954 for the pur- 
pose of defining veteran status. The 
amendment is to section 608. 

Chapter 119 authorizes an exchange of 
land between the State of New York and 
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Alfred University for the purpose -of a 
dormitory site in connection with the New 
York State Agricultural and Technical 
Institute and the New York State Col- 
lege of Ceramics at Alfred University. 


Chapter 271 amends the education law 
in relation to the discontinuance of the 
temporary institutes of applied arts and 
sciences upon the establishment of com- 
munity colleges within the counties where 
such institutions are located and makes 
provisions for the financial arrangements 
involved. 

Chapter 272 amends the education law 
in relation to the establishment of a com- 
munity college by the City of New York. 

Chapter 273 authorizes the continua- 
tion of the operations of the state insti- 
tutes of applied arts and sciences after 
August 31, 1953, solely for the purpose 
of providing facilities permitting the com- 
pletion of full-time two-year courses of 
study commenced prior to November 1, 
1952, or to make other suitable arrange- 
ments. 

Chapter 335 authorizes the conveyance 
to the city of Syracuse of certain ease- 
ments over lands of the New York State 
College of Forestry at Syracuse Uni- 
versity. 

Chapter 356 makes it an unfair edu- 
cational practice, within the meaning of 
section 313, for any college or university 
to accept any endowment or gift of money 
or property conditioned upon teaching the 
doctrine of supremacy of any particular 
race. 

Chapter 448 amends the provisions 
dealing with the award of university 
scholarships, war service scholarships, 
war orphan scholarships and medical and 
dental scholarships, by authorizing the 
Commissioner of Education to grant 
leaves of absence up to 12 months, where 
the holder of the scholarship is tempo- 
rarily unable to avail himself of its benefits 
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because of illness or other cause satisfac 
tory to the Commissioner. 

Chapter 525 (effective September | 
1953) repeals articles 111, 113, 117 an 
121, as well as section 356. This chay 
ter represents a general revision of th 
provisions relating to state colleges fo: 
teachers and teachers’ colleges, the Nev 
York State Maritime College, the agri 
cultural and technical institutes and the 
New York State College of Forestry at 
Syracuse University. 

Chapter 526 (effective September 1, 
1953) amends chapter 525 above by 
eliminating the reference of such chapter 
525 to the New York State College of 
Forestry at Syracuse University. 

Chapter 681 amends section 3022 by 
extending the operation of the Feinberg 
law, which theretofore applied only to 
elementary and secondary institutions, to 
include the faculty members and all other 
personnel and employes of any college 
or other institution of higher education 
owned and operated by the State or any 
subdivision thereof. 

Chapter 758 relates to the positions in 
cluded in the permanent instructional 
staffs of the Board of Higher Education 
of the City of New York and adds the 
assistant registrar, registrar's assistant, 
college science assistant, college science 
technician and college engineering tech- 
nician to the list of tenure positions. 


Miscellaneous Legislation 

Chapter 322 amends section 273 in 
relation to state aid for libraries. The 
chapter represents a general revision of 
the state aid formula and generally in- 
creases such state aid for the purpose 
of enabling an approved county library 
system to receive its full quota from the 
time of its establishment. The chapter 
appropriates $100,000 for this purpose. 

Chapter 354 continues the Temporary 
State Commission for special services for 
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physically handicapped and disabled per- 
sons in the village of Saranac Lake, and 
surrounding area, until March 31, 1954, 
and extends the deadline for its final re- 
port to January 15, 1954. 

Chapter 355 amends the Public Officers 
law, Personal Property Law, the Lien 
law and the Civil Practice Act so as to 
authorize the destruction of old public 
files and records of chattel mortgages and 
conditional sales after certain periods. 

Chapter 397 amends the Vehicle and 
Traffic Law by authorizing certain off- 
cials to request the State Traffic Commis- 
sion to restrict the speed of motor vehicles 
and restrict and prohibit the parking of 
vehicles on the grounds of state hos- 
pitals, certain state institutions and insti- 
tutions of the State University. 

Chapter 407 adds the Mill Neck Manor 
School for the Deaf in Nassau county to 
the list of such institutions subject to the 
visitation of the Commissioner of Edu- 
cation contained in section 4201. 

Chapter 428 adds the John Brown 
Farm in Essex county to the list of 
scientific and historic places under the 
jurisdiction and control of the Education 
Department contained in section 160. 

Chapter 453 amends subdivisions | and 
2 of section 168 of the Election Law by 
restricting previous provisions relating to 
the giving of literacy tests to election dis- 
tricts in which personal registration is 
required. For election districts in which 
personal registration is not required, a 
new procedure is set up under which 
literacy tests are given by the election 
inspectors and central and veterans’ ab- 
sentee registration boards. The rules 
and regulations of the Board of Regents 
will continue to govern literacy tests given 
by such election inspectors and registra- 
tion boards. 

Chapter 566 amends section 147. The 
main effect of this amendment is the au- 
thorization to the Commissioner of Edu- 
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cation to consent to the disposition of local 


public records where they have been 
photographed, microphotographed or re- 
produced on film, in accordance with sec- 
tion 5l-a of the General Municipal law 
and section 65-a of the Public Officers 
Law. 

1953) 


amends the Education Law, Labor Law 


Chapter 575 (effective July 1, 


and Workmen's Compensation Law, by 
defining “newspaper carrier boy,” and 
adding new section 3219-a under which 
special working papers and working con- 
ditions are set up for this activity, which 
is distinguished from the old street trades 
definition and provisions. This new pro 
cedure relates to a male minor between 
the ages of 12 and 18 years who engages 
in the occupation of selling and delivering 
newspapers to customers at their homes or 


places of business. 


Laws of Local Application 
Chapter 80 amends the special act re- 
District 
No. 1 of the Town of Ossining in relation 


lating to Union Free School 


to the hours of voting at the annual elec 
tion and the treasurer’s bond. 

Chapter 198 (effective July 1, 1953) 
includes school districts in the county of 
Nassau among those districts to which 
Schedule B of the State Teachers Mini- 
mum Salary Law (section 3013) applies. 
This section now covers school districts 
having a population of over 100,000 and 
less than 1,000,000, and school districts 
in the counties of Nassau, Suffolk and 
Westchester. 

Chapter 499 authorizes a sale of state 
land to Central School District No. 1, 
Towns of Sidney, Masonville and Frank- 
lin, Delaware county; Unadilla, Otsego 
county, and Guilford, Chenango county. 

Chapter 513 authorizes Central School 
District No. 1 of the towns of Stark and 
Little Falls, Herkimer county; Minden, 
Montgomery county; and Springfield, 


Page 279 


Otsego county, to use certain moneys re- 
ceived through a private gift for certain 
school purposes. 

Chapter 680 extends the boundaries of 
the city of Dunkirk. The area annexed 
to this city is not, however, annexed to 
the city school district. 

Chapter 706 amends the act relating 
to the school fund of Stephentown in the 
county of Rensselaer with reference to the 
Commissioner of such fund. 

Chapter 762 extends the boundaries of 
the city and city school district of the city 
of Elmira. 

Chapter 763 extends the boundaries of 
the city and the city school district of the 
city of Syracuse. 

Chapter 768 authorizes the Erie county 
Board of Supervisors to establish a free 
public library to be known as the City 


+ 


Bond Issues Are Approved 


The Board of Regents approved several 
school bond issues at its meeting on April 
24th. This action was taken in accord- 
ance with the requirements of the local 
finance law that the Board of Regents 
approve propositions for bond issues to 
cover school improvements in districts 
where the cost of such improvements 
would bring the indebtedness 
above 10 per cent of the valuation of the 


be mnded 


district's real property. The issues ap- 
proved included the following: 
Mannsville-Manor Central School District, 
an issue of $250,000 for construction and equip- 
building, 


ment of addition to existing school 


including incidental reconstruction of existing 
building 

Frontier Central School District, an issue of 
$1,051,659 for construction of elementary school, 
grading and improvement of site and purchase 


of equipment; an issue of $4,708,341 for con- 
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and County Public Library, and makes 
detailed provision for the administration 
thereof. 

Chapter 828 amends the Nassau county 
Administrative Code in relation to cer- 
tain dates established in connection with 
the levy and collection of school district 
taxes in the county of Nassau. 

Chapter 844 authorizes Union Free 
School District No. 11, Town of North 
Hempstead, Nassau county, to exceed cer- 
tain limitations upon the issuance of bonds 
imposed by the Local Finance Law. 

Chapter 846 takes certain territory out 
of the city and city school district of the 
city of Utica and annexes the same to the 
Town of New Hartford, Oneida county, 
and to Central School District No. 1 of 
the New Hartford, Kirkland 
and Paris. 


Towns of 


° 


struction of junior-senior high school, grading 
and improvement of site and purchase of equip- 
ment — total $5,760,000 

Orchard Park Central School 
issue of $1,150,000 for construction and equip- 
addition to junior-senior high school 


District, an 


ment of 
building 

Union 
Cheektowaga and 
(Depew), an issue of $2,250,000 for erection of 
building with 


towns of 


No. 7, 


Erie 


Free School District 
Lancaster, county, 


new junior-senior high school 
furnishings and equipment therefor 
Union Free School District No. 1, 
North Hempstead and Hempstead, 
county, (Westbury), an issue of $524,100 for 


Avenue School 


towns of 
Nassau 


erection of additions to Drexel 
and Dryden Street School 

School District No. 2, 
Queensbury, Warren county, an 
$180,000 for construction and equipment of an 
addition to the existing high school wing; an 
issue of $795,000 for construction and equip- 
ment of addition to the grade school wing — 
total, $975,000 


Union Free town of 


issue of 
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